
 

English 494EI Project 4: Community Fall 2019 
 

Assignment 
 

For the fourth and fifth projects of this course, we’ll be making some big shifts: 
turning from the past and present to the future, doing more research, and incorporating 
more multi-media elements in our writing.  In terms of the Integrative Experience, both 
papers are meant to help you apply what you’ve learned at UMass to the “real world,” 
as well as continue your intellectual, personal, and social development after college.  
I’ve titled the fourth paper “Community” and the fifth paper “Life” (original title: 
“work” [!]).  The former is meant to be a relatively open space to pursue, in writing, 
some vision you have about your future – where you would like to live, what 
community or communities you’d like to join, what project(s) or issue(s) you’d like to 
be involved with, what enthusiasm(s) or passion(s) you’d like to pursue, what worldly 
problem(s) you’d like to help solve, what aspect(s) of yourself you’d like to develop.  
The last paper is meant to be, perhaps, a bit more planful, more focused on 
employment, career, future study, etc. – though there’s lots of wiggle room there.  These 
two final papers can be connected: one involving a more general treatment, the other a 
more specific one, for example; or they can be independent of one another: the first 
about one vision you have of the future, the second about another. 

Along with developing the content of the papers, we’ll be turning our attention 
in the second half of the semester to the e-portfolios that you’ll be designing, working 
on, and turning in at the end of the course.  So these last two papers are also good 
opportunities for you to explore multi-media and/or digital aspects of your writing.  
And we’ll continue practicing public speaking as well! 

Your final paper for Project 4 should be around 1,250 – 1,750 words (about 5-7 
pages typed, with double line spacing, 12-point font, and one-inch margins) and will 
need to be revised substantially through at least two drafts.  Generative writing will be 
assigned to help spur your ideas, and peer response will be used to help you hone your 
composition.  As noted above, the “paper” can include audio, video, images, etc. 

As before, please remember that much of your writing in this class will be 
“public” to varying degrees – I will read what you write in early drafts, and several 
classmates will as well.  And through both our course blog and your e-portfolio, your 
final papers will be more broadly available.  Talk to me if you’re concerned about your 
or other people’s privacy – I will also be on the lookout for issues connected to the 
publicity of your writing. 

The key due dates for this assignment are 
 
 T 10/29: speeches! 
 Th 10/31: speeches, continued! 
 T 11/05: initial draft of essay due (bring 2 copies to class) 
 Th 11/07: workshop 
 T 11/12: final, copyedited version of essay due. 
 
See the syllabus for policies regarding attendance and due dates. 
 


